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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT, HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT
AIR ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 

PRELIMINARY REPORT

OPERATOR:





West Rift Aviation
AIRCRAFT TYPE/ MANUFACTURER: 

Cessna 150/ Cessna Aircraft Company 
YEAR OF MANUFACTURE:


1973
AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION:


5Y-BRO
AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:


150-75167
DATE OF REGISTRATION:



21/01/2015
NUMBER AND TYPE OF ENGINE: 

One Lycomming
DATE OF OCCURRENCE:



22/03/2017
TIME OF OCCURRENCE:



0930
LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE: 
Marurui, Ngong, S 1̊ 19’43.7ˮ E 36̊ 33’ 35.3” 
TYPE OF FLIGHT: 




Training
NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD: 

Two
INJURIES: 
Nil
NATURE OF DAMAGE: 
Substantial damage
CATEGORY OF OCCURRENCE:
Accident
PIC FLYING EXPERIENCE: 


PPL

Times given in this report are Coordinated Universal Time (UTC)

East African Local Time is UTC plus 3 hours.
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Picture: 5Y-BRO after the accident

REMARKS

On 21 March 2017 at around 0930 hours a C150 Registration 5Y-BRO owned and operated by West Rift Aviation; a certificated Aviation Training Organization (ATO) operated from Wilson Airport (WAP) crash landed at Marurui area of Ngong, Kajiado County. The Private Pilot License (PPL) registered as a Commercial Pilot License (CPL) student with West Rift Aviation was on a cross country flight to accumulate flight hours needed to qualify for the CPL. 
The flight was planned for a three leg flight from Nairobi to Naivasha, Narok and back to Nairobi WAP, approximately duration of 1 hour 30 minutes. Information received indicated that the aircraft endurance was three hours (21 gallons of fuel).The aircraft had earlier on the same day flown with a flight instructor and a student pilot in the WAP circuit for 1 hour 5 minutes. The flight instructor had added 71 liters of fuel before flight. After landing the instructor certified the aircraft to be in good condition. The pilot completed preflight inspection and crosschecked with the flight instructor fuel on board.
The pilot with a safety pilot, a PPL holder took off from WAP on runway 14 at 1100 hrs, checked overhead Naivasha at 1130 hrs, and checked overhead Narok at 1200 hrs before setting course for the final leg to WAP. At 1230 checked zone boundary in bound to WAP. Soon after reporting zone boundary at 1232 hrs the pilot reports that he noticed the aircraft engine RPM decay from normal operations of 2300 RPM to 1000 rpm and continued to decay further to 800 rpm. He and the safety pilot attempted to restart the engine but to no avail, before electing to make an emergency landing a murram road on the port side.
The pilot relayed “May Day” call on WAP tower frequency. The tower did not respond to the call but some other aircraft relayed the mayday call. The pilot crash landed on the road touching down with the rear wheels. As the aircraft slowed down on airspeed the left wing contacted a bush at the road side and the aircraft swerved to the left and entered into a ditch on the left side of the road that runs North to South. This was the final position of the aircraft.

The aircraft sustained damages at the engine; wings, landing gear, cock pit canopy and both propellers were detached from the gearbox together with the spinner. Both the pilot and the safety pilot escaped without injuries.There was no post or pre-crash fire.

Further investigation is in progress

Chief Investigator of Accidents
31/03/2017 
